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Unassigned 
UDC-20201 CON 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 

Mail Stop Patent 
Commissiaiier For Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22231-1450 

SIR: 

In Bccoidance with 37 CF.R. §L56 and in con^Iiance with 37 CRR. §§1,97 and L98, the 
references listed on attached Form PTO/SB/08 and/or subsequently identified hmm, are being rabndtted 
herewith for consideEationby the United States Patent and Thidemark Office. 

L COPIES 

a. n A legible copy of (i) each U.S. and foreign patents; (ii) each publication or that portian 

which caused it to be listed; and (iii) all other inforraation or ihat portion which caused it 
to be Usted, is included herewith. 

b. EI Any patents, publications or otiaer information which are listed on PTO/SB/08 which are 

not enclosed heiewifli were previously cited by or submitted to the PTO in one of the 
following plications which has been relied imon &x an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C.§120: 

UiSt SsririNmiher U.S. Filing Date 

09/820,540 03/29/2001 

n. g^QSE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE (check at least one box) 

a. El Except as may be indicated below in (b) of this section, all of the patents, publications or 

otiier ixdformation are in the English language (concise explanation not required), 

b. □ A concise explanation of the relevance of all patents, publications or other information 

listed that is not in the English language is as follows: 

c. G The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's consideration: 

in.n CROSS REFER ENCE TO RELATED APPUCATIQWS) 

Hie Examiner is advised that the following co-pending aiqjlication(s) contain(s) subject matter 
that inay be related to the present plication. By bringing this (these) applications to the 
Examiner's attention, Applicant(s) does(do) not waive the confidentiality provisions of 35 U S C 
§122. 

S^ria^No. Filing Date Art Unit 
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FEES 

IV. S TfflS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.P.R, SL97n)1 : (check cme toxl 

a. ^ witlun tbiee months of tiie filmg date of a naticnial application other than a contimied 

prosecutioii application under § l.S3(d) (37 CJ^.R. §1.97(bXl)). No fee or statement is 
required. 

b. n within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set fordi in § 1.491 in an 

mteinatianal application (37 C J^iL §l.97(bX2)). No fee or statement is required 

c. D before fte mailing date of a first Office Action on the maits (37 CF JL § 1 .97(b)(3)). No 

fee or statement is required. 

d. D before the mailing date of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for continued 

examnation under § 1.1 14 (37 C.FR. § 1.97(bX4)). No fee or statement is required. 

V. D THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 CF.R, 5L97fc\: (check one hax\ 

before the roaSixig date of any of a Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R §1.1 13» a Notice of 
Allowance under 37 CFJL §1.311» or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application (See 37 CFiL §1 .97(c)). 

a. Q No statement; therefore, c^ge deposit account SO- 1047 the foe set forth in 37 CF.IL 
^ §1.17(p). 

b. n See the statement below. No fee is required 

VI. □ THIS IDS IS BEI NG FILED UNDER 37 CFJL 61.97fdV 

on or before payment of the issue foe and is accompanied by the followmg: 

1) a statement under 37 CF JL § 1 .97(e) as provided below; and 

2) charge deposit account SO-1047 the petition foe set forth in §1.17(p}. 

Vn. □ STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.FJL 6l.97(e1 (check orfx one box, if appKcable) 
The undersigned hereby states that 

aO each item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication ftom a 
foreign Patent Office in a counteipart foreign am)lication not more than three months 
prior to the filing of IDS ; or 

b.G noitemof hxToimation contamed in the IDS was citedina comsmndcation fioma foreign 
Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application^ and to knowledge of the person signing 
the statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
IDS was kaown to any individual designated in 37 C.F JL 1.56(c) more tiban three months 
prior to the fihng of this statement or 

cQ some of the items of infoimation contained in the IDS were cited in a commonication 
from a foreign Patent Office. As to this information, the undersigned states that each 
item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication finm a foreign 
Patent Office in a counterpart foreign apphcation not more than three months prior to the 
fUmg of this IDS. As to the remaining information, the undersigned hereby states that no 
item of fois remaining information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication 
from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign q^pUcation or, to the koowledge of 
the person signing the statement after making reasonable mquiiy^ no item of infonnation 
contained in the IDS was known to any individual designated in 37 CJ? JL. 1.56(c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

Vni. PAYMENT OF FEES 

□ A check in the amoimt of is enclosed for the above-identified fee(s). 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-1047 m die amount of S 180.00 for tfie above- 
indicated fee(s). 

(3 If Applicant has overlooiked any additional fees, or if any overpayment has been made, 

the Commissioner is hereby authorized to credit or debit Deposit Account 50-1047. 
Q Two Copies of this paper are attached for Deposit Account charges and debits. 
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It is ApplicantCs)' opimoii that the claims presently on file patently diBtinguish Hbc present 
invcntian ftom each of diese icfeiences. The ab vc references are being dtcd only in flie interests of 
candor and without any admission that Ihey constitute statutory prior ait or contain matter which anticipates 
flic invention or which would render the same obvious, either singly or in a combination, to a person of 
ordinary skiD in die art. 

If the Examiner has any qoestions concerning this IDS, he/she is requested to contact the 
undersigned. If it is determined Aat this IDS has been filed under Ae wrong rule, the PTO is requested to 
consider this IDS under the proper rule (with a petition if necessary) and charge the ^ypropriate fee to 
Deposit Account No. 50^ 1047. 

Respectiully submitted, 
Mayer Fordcort & Williams, PC 



David B. Bonham 

Mayer Portkort & WilUama, PC Attorney for Applicant 

CuatOToer Number 27774 Reg. No. 34,297 

Tel. 703-433-0510 

Enclosures: ^ PTO/SB/08 
Q References 
D Foreign Search Report 
□ Other 



Ccrtiflcate of Mailing Bv Emrgsa Mail 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Sovice as 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service 
imder 37 CFR 1. 10 in an envelope addressed to: 
Mail Stop Patent, Commissioner for Patents, 
P, 0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
on Hjihloh. . 

MarjoriegcfflniatL 



(Printed name of Person Maihng Correspondence) 

" (Signature) 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 
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Office^ Number ^ Class 
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EP 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confomiance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation, If not In conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



^ Unique citation designation number. ^ Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent 
documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 If possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if English Language 
Translation is attached. 
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